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TISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES TO CONSIDER 
NAMING OF NEW PERFORMING ARTS CENTER  

AFTER DR. LARRY SULLIVAN 
 
 

Texarkana, TX – During the Thursday, September 13, 2007 called 
meeting for Texarkana Independent School District, Board of Trustees will 
consider naming the future Texas High School Performing Arts Center to the 
Sullivan Performing Arts Center in honor of Dr. F. Larry Sullivan who served as 
Superintendent from 1998 – 2007. 

 
During Dr. Sullivan’s tenure, TISD saw dramatic increases in the areas of 

student academic performance, facility upgrades and financial stability.  He 
elevated the district to include a broad range of high-performing extracurricular 
opportunities and widespread community support.  Sullivan was instrumental in 
working with the community to pass two successful bond issues, the last which 
was in May 2007 and which will provide the necessary funding for the performing 
arts center. 

 
Before coming to TISD, Dr. Sullivan served as Superintendent of La Vega 

ISD in Waco, Texas.  He holds a Bachelor and Masters degree from Stephen F. 
Austin State University and has a Doctorate degree from Baylor University with 
post-doctoral work being completed at Lamar University.  Sullivan is also a 
professional presenter and has authored several publications. 

 
Dr. Sullivan has been very active in the Texarkana community.  He is a 

member of the Texarkana Chamber of Commerce Committee of Fifteen which is 
an economic development committee; a Board member of the American Heart  
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Association; served as chairperson for the American Heart Walk and Co-Chair 
for the Heart Ball; worked on the development team for the proposed A&P 
School at Texarkana Regional Airport, served as chairperson of the Texarkana 
Business Education Coalition; and was deeply involved in the development and 
implementation of the “Character First” program.  Dr. Sullivan is past Chairman of 
the Board for Wadley Regional Health Center.  He is on the TECAP Board, the 
President’s Advisory Council for Texas A&M University – Texarkana and is an 
active member of the Wilbur Smith Rotary Club.  Sullivan has been honored by 
the TRAHC Board for his leadership efforts in bringing arts education to the 
forefront in public education.  He was named the 2003 Regional Superintendent 
of the Year and was a recipient of the 2006 FranklinCovey Leadership Greatness 
Award. 

 
“Dr. Sullivan’s legacy of Covey leadership permeates TISD,” commented 

Scott Bruner, President of TISD Board of Trustees.  “He made a profound and 
important decision to commit resources to pursue educational excellence through 
an arts-rich curriculum.  He worked actively to apply the wisdom of two decades 
of educational research, while acknowledging that the arts, well-taught and well-
supported, provide a powerful tool for engaging our young people in learning.” 
 

The Sullivan Performing Arts & Media Center will be housed on the Texas 
High School campus and provide classroom, performance and practice facilities 
for students in the music, theatre and media programs.  Current plans are to 
work with SHW Architects and David Lamb, Architect, in the design and 
development of the new facility.  Groundbreaking is expected to occur in early 
2008 and completion is set for fall of 2009. 

 
Additionally, during the called meeting, TISD Board of Trustees will 

consider the naming of the 1,000 seat theatre within the Sullivan Performing Arts 
Center to be named after John Thomas, former Texas High School Drama 
teacher from 1964 – 1997.   

 
Thomas graduated from the University of Northeast Oklahoma in 1964 

with a Bachelor of Arts.  He completed his Masters degree in Education from 
East Texas State University at Commerce (now Texas A&M University – 
Commerce) in 1977.   

 
He taught, directed and inspired thousands of students over the 31 year 

period, many of whom pursued arts-related careers or avocations after 
graduation.  Some of his notable students that studied under him are: Josh 
Morriss, III, Chief Justice of the Texas Sixth Court of Appeals; Brian Goesl, 
TRAHC’s Director of Community Program and Outreach; Fred Norton, Jr., 
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Attorney with the firm of Norton & Wood; Ann Atchison Nicholas, Miller County 
Clerk and dance instructor; Larry Sowell, elementary educator, visual artist and 
vocalist now residing in Canada; and Angela Estill Melde and Judy Choate 
Jones, TISD’s ArtsXL Facilitator. 
 

He was a member of the core group of thespians who founded Tex*Rep in 
1990 and has worked or performed in several of their productions.  When the 
Perot Theatre opened in 1980, Thomas became House Manager – a job he 
continues to hold today.  He was awarded the inaugural TRAHC Hero – Art’s 
Educator Award.  Mr. Thomas exemplifies the potential that an educator has to 
work through the arts, such as theatre education.  He has engaged and excited 
students about living and learning, not just for that moment, but for their entire 
lives.  “The extent of John Thomas’ legacy is evident in the active roles that the 
arts and education play in the lives of so many of his former students,” 
commented Bruner.  “The ripples he set in motion continue in full force to this 
day.  Our community is far richer with the arts because of John Thomas.” 
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